
ABOUT THE CANDIDATES 
DO YOU PERSONALLY WALK TO DESTINATIONS IN 
YOUR COMMUNITY? IF YES, HOW OFTEN DO YOU 
DO SO? 

Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

Yes Yes 

I do not own a car, so walking, biking, and 
the MBTA are my primary modes of 
transportation. I walk in and around my 
neighborhood everyday 

I walk to various events around Allston-
Brighton. 

DO YOU PERSONALLY TRAVEL BY/ USE PUBLIC 
TRANSIT TO GET AROUND? IF YES, WHICH TRAINS 
AND BUSES DO YOU ROUTINELY USE? 

Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

Yes Yes 

I typically use public transportation between 
3–5 times a week. 

I periodically use the commuter rail, 
especially the Framingham Line from Boston 
Landing 

DO YOU PERSONALLY BIKE IN YOUR COMMUNITY 
OR COMMUTE BY BIKE TO OTHER COMMUNITIES? IF 
NO, WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO GIVE IT A TRY 
PERIODICALLY, E.G. ONCE OR TWICE PER MONTH? 



Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

Yes No 

My bike is my primary mode of 
transportation. I find the bicycle allows me 
the opportunity to get to wherever I am going 
the quickest. I am a year round biker, and use 
it to get to work. Luckily, I have lived within 
a mile and a half of the schools I have taught 
at. 

Although I do not currently use a bike 
regularly, I would be interested in trying it. 
With the recent installation of new Hubway 
stations across Allston-Brighton, I have been 
looking for opportunities to test out the bikes. 
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POLICY PROPOSALS 
HOW WILL YOU WORK TO ESTABLISH FUNDING FOR 
THE INFRASTRUCTURE CHANGES NEEDED TO 
SLOW TRAFFIC ON YOUR COMMUNITY’S STREETS, 
AND IMPROVE CROSSWALKS AND INTERSECTIONS 
TO MAKE THEM SAFER FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE 
WALKING AND USING MOBILITY ASSISTIVE 
DEVICES? 

Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

I think that the neighborhood of Allston-
Brighton needs to do more to make sure that 
the streets are calmer. I feel the number of 
cars parked on the streets obscures the 
pedestrians trying to cross. We need to 
improve the infrastructure around our 
community. One way that we can conduct 

The City of Boston needs to get creative 
about funding these important projects, and I 
have worked to find ways to form 
partnerships with the various stakeholders 
across the city that would benefit from 
improved infrastructure. Working with our 
universities, as I have done with Harvard 
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Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

these studies with no cost to the City is to 
have developers conduct traffic impact 
studies whenever they propose a building 
with 6+ units. 

University, Boston University, and Boston 
College, to find areas that we can collaborate 
to invest in roads that their students and 
faculty rely on. I am also in favor of working 
with Boston Transportation Department to 
find ways to derive new revenue streams that 
can be used to fund the needed improvements 
to Boston’s streets and sidewalks. 

HOW WILL YOU IMPROVE THE REACH, FREQUENCY, 
AND QUALITY OF PUBLIC TRANSIT IN YOUR 
CITY/TOWN? 

Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

I think that the City of Boston needs to 
seriously address the future of Public Transit. 
We need to make sure that we improve 
service and reliability while keeping the T 
out of the hands of private owners. We need 
to be looking at how to make the T equitable 
across the city, that is wait times for buses, 
and travel times. We need to be working to 
make the T cheaper or discounted for 
members of our community that struggle with 
paying for the latest rounds of fare increases. 

I was a strong advocate for the Boston 
Landing commuter rail stop and continue to 
pressure our state officials wherever possible 
to improve rail and bus transit. I am member 
of the North/South Rail Link working group 
and support efforts to connect the city by rail. 
The MBTA’s lack of publicly available data 
on ridership needs to be addressed, and I 
encourage our state officials to work to make 
more data on bus and train use available so 
routes can be adjusted to fit the changing 
needs of the city. 

HOW WILL YOU ENSURE FAST-TRACKED 
IMPLEMENTATION OF A CITY-/TOWN-WIDE 
NETWORK OF OFF-STREET PATHS AND PROTECTED 



BIKE LANES* ON MAJOR THOROUGHFARES AND 
CONNECTING STREETS THAT ARE COMFORTABLE 
FOR PEOPLE OF ALL AGES AND ABILITIES? 

Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

When talking with people in my community, 
I always say that “No one should feel unsafe 
or that they are going to die just for riding a 
bike in the street.” I think that Protected bike 
lanes, or off-street paths are great solutions to 
making people feel safer. I think that the bike 
paths in Cambridge do a great job at making 
safer traffic. I am fortunate to live in Allston-
Brighton, where we have a good amount of 
bike lanes. I will support any legislation in 
the Boston City Council that support the 
funding of bike infrastructure. 

As Chair of the Committee on Ways and 
Means, I have worked to ensure there has 
been funding available to begin the 
construction of protected bike paths across 
the city, and I intend to work closely with the 
Mayor and state officials to continue to 
oversee an construction of off-street and 
protected bike lanes. 

HOW WILL YOU INCREASE ACCESS TO BIKING IN 
EVERY NEIGHBORHOOD EQUALLY? WHAT DO YOU 
SEE AS THE MAJOR OBSTACLES TO ENCOURAGING 
RIDERSHIP, AND HOW WILL YOU ADDRESS THEM? 

Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

I will have an open door to biking advocacy 
groups who are already doing great work in 
the community. I would love to help these 
organizations to actualize their long-term 
plans. This is particularly true of groups like 
Commonwheels who do work with young 
people and students. 

I think the Hubway program has been 
successful in increasing accessibility to 
biking in neighborhoods across the city. 
Increasing the number of stations, especially 
in neighborhoods under-served by public 
transportation, is a priority that continues to 
be addressed. The major obstacle to 
encouraging ridership is the concern 



Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

regarding safety on bikes in the City of 
Boston; this is an issue that I will continue to 
work on, and have been supportive of 
improving through targeted investment in 
bike safety infrastructure. 

HOW WILL YOU INCREASE FUNDING FOR BIKING 
INFRASTRUCTURE? 

Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

I will work to get funding for biking 
infrastructure into the yearly budget for the 
City of Boston. I would also team up with 
local biking non-profits to help them in their 
grant writing process. I will also work to 
petition universities and developers to 
encourage them to build infrastructure to 
improve the communities that they are in. 

As the Chair of the Committee on Ways and 
Means, I understand the difficult decisions 
that need to be made regarding how to 
appropriate funds in the City’s annual budget. 
To increase funding for bike specific 
infrastructure, I am supportive of working 
with Transportation Department to generate 
new revenue that can be dedicated to 
improvements to bike infrastructure across 
the city. 
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YES/NO QUESTIONS 
DO YOU SUPPORT THE ADOPTION OF VISION ZERO 
AND FUNDING FOR ITS RAPID IMPLEMENTATION? 
VISION ZERO IS AN APPROACH WHICH AIMS TO 
ELIMINATE TRAFFIC FATALITIES AND SERIOUS 
INJURIES BY 2030 AND HAS BEEN ADOPTED BY 
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SEVERAL COMMUNITIES, INCLUDING BOSTON AND 
CAMBRIDGE. 

Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

Yes Yes 

    

DO YOU SUPPORT LOWERING DESIGN SPEEDS 
THROUGH TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES ON 
DOWNTOWN AND NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS AS A 
MEANS OF ENHANCING THE SAFETY OF PEOPLE 
WALKING, USING MOBILITY ASSISTIVE DEVICES, 
BIKING, AND DRIVING? THIS MAY INVOLVE THE 
EXPANSION AND ENHANCEMENT OF PROGRAMS 
LIKE NEIGHBORHOOD SLOW STREETS (BOSTON) 
AND NEIGHBORWAYS (SOMERVILLE). 

Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

Yes Yes 

In districts of our city which have higher foot 
traffic we need to do everything to make it 
safer. We need to get away from the mode of 
thinking about traffic as car-centric and 
embrace a safer-streets approach. This should 
happen for multiple streets in neighborhoods, 
not just one specific street. I think that the 
Neighborhood Slow Streets model put forth 
by the City of Boston is a great model. 

  



ONE KEY STRATEGY THAT HAS BEEN PROVEN TO 
EFFECTIVELY REDUCE SPEEDING, IMPROVE 
SAFETY, AND REMOVE RACIAL BIAS IN TRAFFIC 
ENFORCEMENT IN OTHER STATES AND COUNTRIES 
IS AUTOMATED ENFORCEMENT (I.E. SPEED 
CAMERAS AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS). DO YOU 
SUPPORT STATE LEGISLATION THAT AUTHORIZES 
THE USE OF AUTOMATED ENFORCEMENT IN 
MASSACHUSETTS, PER THE JULY 2017 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE NATIONAL 
TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD? 

Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

Yes Yes 

  I would look to consult with BPD on how to 
best utilize this technology in the City of 
Boston. 

DO YOU SUPPORT REDESIGNING SPACE ON THE 
STREET IN ORDER TO IMPROVE SAFETY FOR 
PEOPLE BIKING BY CREATING PROTECTED BIKE 
LANES? 

Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

Yes Yes 

We need to work to make streets more 
inclusive for non-vehicular traffic. I 
completely support the redesigning how 
streets are designed to improve safety. I 

  



Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

believe that the conversation around traffic 
needs to be centered around the concept of 
respect. Buses need to respect cars, cars need 
to respect bikes, bikes need to respect cars 
and pedestrians. We all need to realize that 
we are all sharing the same road, and keep 
everyones safety in mind. 

DO YOU SUPPORT THE INCREASED USE OF CURB 
EXTENSIONS TO IMPROVE SAFETY AND VISIBILITY 
AT INTERSECTIONS, EVEN IF IT REQUIRES THE 
REMOVAL OF ONE TO TWO PARKING SPACES? 

Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

Yes Yes 

I think that the sides of streets need to have 
more use than simply parking cars. I would 
be fine losing some parking spaces if that 
meant we could have community benefits 
like bike racks, benches, or tables for 
restaurants. 

  

DO YOU SUPPORT IMPLEMENTATION OF ALL OF 
THE BETTER BIKE CORRIDORS AND OTHER BIKE 
PROJECTS IN THE GO BOSTON 2030 PLAN, AND 
COMMIT TO MAKING SURE ALL SHORT-TERM 
PROJECTS ARE PLANNED AND IMPLEMENTED 
WITHIN THREE YEARS, AND LONG-TERM PROJECTS 
ARE IMPLEMENTED BY OR BEFORE 2030? 



Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

Yes Yes 

I think that the timeline of the Go Boston 
plan might be a bit unrealistic. Having said 
that, I would do everything in my power to 
make sure that they move forward, and 
remain on the table. 

  

WILL YOU ADDRESS AGE-FRIENDLY WALKING IN 
YOUR COMMUNITY — AN ISSUE RAISED BY MANY 
SENIORS AS CRITICAL TO THEIR ABILITY TO “AGE 
IN COMMUNITY”? IF YES, HOW? 

Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

Yes Yes 

I have had this conversation with a number of 
seniors, and I believe that we need to do 
better making sure that these community 
members feel comfortable walking in and 
around our neighborhood. I think that we 
should be making sure that any new 
development that comes into our 
neighborhoods take the concerns of our 
seniors seriously. They need to be designing 
infrastructure that allows safe and easy 
crossing of streets. 

I constantly work with Public Works to 
address issues related to damaged sidewalks, 
and have worked closely with DPW to 
improve response time to reports of damaged 
sidewalks that impact senior mobility. 

BOSTON HAS MANY TRAFFIC SIGNALS THAT DO 
NOT WORK WELL FOR PEDESTRIANS. WILL YOU 
WORK TO MAKE SIGNAL TIMING SAFER, EASIER, 



AND MORE CONVENIENT FOR PEOPLE WALKING 
AND USING MOBILITY ASSISTIVE DEVICES AT ALL 
PACES? 

Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

Yes Yes 

I find that when I am crossing street, I often 
feel rushed. I cannot imagine how stressful it 
must be for people with physical differences. 
Being a teacher, I am always concerned for 
how my students get to school. I often see my 
students running across the street with very 
limited time to spare. We need to install more 
responsive crossing buttons to insure safety 
of all pedestrians. 

  

DO YOU SUPPORT THE RESTRICTION OF ON-
STREET PARKING DURING RUSH HOUR ON MAJOR 
THOROUGHFARES IN ORDER TO PROVIDE LANES 
FOR THE EXCLUSIVE USE OF BUSES? 

Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

Yes Yes 

We need to do everything in our power to 
make transportation more efficient for non 
car traffic. I believe we need more dedicated 
bus lanes across the city, and rolling it out 
during rush hour is a great start. 

  



DO YOU SUPPORT THE CREATION OF A STAFF 
POSITION WITHIN THE TRANSPORTATION 
DEPARTMENT SOLELY DEVOTED TO MANAGING 
TRANSIT IN THE CITY OF BOSTON? 

Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

Yes Yes 

    

DO YOU SUPPORT EXPLORING NEW WAYS OF 
RAISING REVENUE TO PROVIDE THE CITY OF 
BOSTON WITH MORE TOOLS TO IMPROVE 
CONDITIONS FOR PEOPLE WALKING, USING 
MOBILITY ASSISTIVE DEVICES, AND BIKING (E.G. 
CONGESTION PRICING)? IF YES, PLEASE GIVE 
EXAMPLES THAT INTEREST YOU. 

Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

Yes Yes 

I think that we need to incentivize people to 
take methods of alternative transportation. 
Charging more for parking during certain 
hours is a great start! I also like the idea of 
discounting public transportation during 
times with higher demand. We need to also 
increase the reliability of the T to encourage 
ridership. 

Fees can be raised through changes to the 
parking program in different parts of Boston. 

DO YOU SUPPORT CHARGING AN ANNUAL FEE FOR 
RESIDENTIAL PARKING PERMITS? 



Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

No Yes 

I think that this annual fee would be a burden 
on individuals and families who are already 
struggling to make ends meet in Boston. The 
price of housing and living in the city is 
already high enough, I don’t feel that it 
makes sense to implement a fee for working 
class families. 

I do think that some permits should remain 
free, but in cases where residents own 
multiple cars that are taking up residential 
spaces, a reasonable fee may be appropriate. 

DO YOU SUPPORT THE ROLLOUT OF DYNAMIC 
PARKING METER PRICING (I.E. INCREASING METER 
RATES DURING PERIODS OF INCREASED DEMAND) 
IN BUSINESS DISTRICTS TO FREE UP ON-STREET 
PARKING AND REDUCE CARS “CRUISING”� FOR 
OPEN SPACES? 

Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

Yes Yes 

I like the idea of this being rolled out 
Downtown and in neighborhoods like Back 
Bay and Beacon Hill. I feel that this might be 
a burden on many members of our 
community if it were rolled out across the 
city in Main Streets districts. 

The dynamic pricing model also could help 
to address needed funding for sidewalk and 
bike infrastructure improvements. 

WILL YOU HELP THE COMMUNITY OF 
CHARLESTOWN WORK WITH THE CITY TO DEVELOP 
A CONSENSUS DESIGN FOR RUTHERFORD AVE AND 



SULLIVAN SQUARE THAT BALANCES THE 
COMMUNITY’S DESIRE FOR WALKABILITY, 
CONNECTIVITY, OPEN SPACE AND RESILIENCY 
WITH VEHICULAR TRAFFIC? 

Brandon Bowser Mark Ciommo 

Yes Yes 

Having biked in Sullivan Square and along 
Rutherford Ave. I know full well how 
dangerous this area is! I will first help the 
community by listening to their concerns and 
proposed solutions. I think that this 
intersection needs to be addressed as the 
public safety risk that it is. I feel that this 
intersection has the potential of being an 
example of how seriously the City of Boston 
takes implementing bike and pedestrian 
infrastructure into a densely used corridor. 
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